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~ Fabulous

Fascinating Formosa

' Cape Town,
South Africa Stuart Wilson

(tHERREFZEESEE oERRRE

BT iE EIMARIRR)

Living in Taiwan has really broadened
my perspectives on a life. Coming from
a multi-cultural country like South Africa.
it was at first a bit of a challenge adjusting
to life in a society that. at first glance,
seems so homogenous. When I moved to
Taiwan I was suddenly thrust into a
completely foreign environment. where
everyone was speaking Mandarin and the
entire spectrum of communication from
conversation to road signs were completely
unintelligible to me.

[AREE H2FRIE oBRRE HRE
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This was the motivation behind my
decision to start studying Chinese as early
as possible, even though at that stage I was
only planning on staying for a year. As of
now. it's seven years and counting and it's
safe to say that Taiwan has really grown
on me, because once you scratch the surface
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and get down to what lies underneath, you
realize that Taiwan is a jewel hidden in the
undergrowth. The island of Taiwan. some-
times known as Formosa. which means
beautiful island in Portuguese. The Taiwanese
people have transformed themselves from an
agrarian culture into one of the Four Dragons
of the Asian cconomy. and one of the leading
producers of high-tech components in the
electronics and semi-conductor sector -
something which has pulled it's people out
of the rice paddies and opened many financial
doors for the nations youth. The Taiwanese
have fought long and hard for the freedoms
they enjoy and looking at the erosion of
similar freedoms after the takeover of Hong
Kong. Taiwanese would like to maintain a
few degrees of separation from mainland.
The Taiwanese are very different from their
mainland counterparts and even though the
PRC government would like vou to believe
otherwise, Taiwan and China are about as
similar as chalk and cheese.
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Taiwan has a magnificent mountain range
that boasts some of the tallest mountains in
Asia. The west coast has been highly
developed and houses most of Taiwan's
industry and economic might. The east
coast retains a natural semi tropical island
feel. The High Speed Rail take visitors to
travel the entire length of the country in
less than an hour and a half! You could
shop till vou drop in the mega-malls of
Taipei. visit museums. or ride the gigantic
Ferris Wheel in Neihu. Night life has a lot
to offer. too and revelers can dance the
night away at a plethora of bars and night
clubs all over town. Yang Min Shan mou-
ntain is a short journey from Taipei and
great for day trips or even longer treks. but
personally. my favorite place in Taiwan is
the mountains of Hualien on the east coast.
Magnificent lush green mountains with
crystal turquoise blue rivers trickling bet-
ween them. is a sight that really needs to
be seen to be truly appreciated. Taiwan
has some of the most beautiful butterflies
in the world, some grow to be bigger than
your hands! Down south in Kenting and
further east in Taidong county, there are
beautiful unspoilt beaches to be enjoved.
If you are not a beach person, you could
journey to Sun Moon Lake in central
Taiwan to get a good combination of water
fun and mountain splendour. Additionally
there are a number of small islands dotted
around Taiwan. Green Island (fo to of its
outer ocean attached) has well known hot
springs of which there are only three in
the world.

(f8eTE BREERERSEREEIL
TR AZIEESE]

For me, the best part of Taiwan is it's
people. Taiwanese are extremely friendly
and helpful. no matter where you go on the
island you will always find someone will-
ing to bend over backwards to help vou.
The streets are safe and crime is minimal.
Violent crime is almost unheard of. The
only thing that Taiwanese people love
more than their country is the Taiwanese
food. For sure. there are a few weird
things on the menu. Food is so important
in Taiwanese culture that many places
have developed an island wide reputation
for the food they serve. As western
influence has increase on the island. it is
easy to find in the bigger cities vour
favorite dishes from around the world. But
to have an authentic Taiwanese experience
you have to put aside your hangups and be
adventurous. You can immerse yourself in
Chinese culture and lifestyle. while still

having the option to enjov pleasures of
western modernity whenever vou choose.
Taiwan has become my home away from
home and will always have a very special
place in my heart.
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